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The Trump Administration’s Middle Eastern Policy
as a Reflection of the "America First" Slogan.

The U.S. foreign policy under D. Trump assumes a lowered military presence and
financial involvement of the United States in the Middle East. The president justify
that by the need to lower budgetary deficit and by the willingness to transfer more
responsibility on the U.S. allies for keeping the regional security. However, that
approach has raised concerns among the American partners and led to increasing
competition among the regional powers. That eventually can result in more dividing
lines and polarization of the Middle East.
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Sosnov G. I. The Changing Role of Turkish Armed Forces
in the Public and State Affairs.

The political Islam has gained an enormous power in Turkey during the recent
years. The national army, loyal to the laicism principle, has seemed a sole
organized and united power able to limit its expansion. The article observes
the issues of relations between the civil powers and the armed forces, as well
as the latter’s position inside the Turkish society and the big brass’ influence
on the socio-political developments. The author provides a brief sum-up of the
reasons and aftermaths of military coups in the country.
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Petrovskaya O. V. Divisive Issues between Warsaw
and Brussels Dealing with Developments
of the European Integration Project.

The Law and Justice party’s rise to power in 2015 led to serious complications
in Warsaw—Brussels relations, deepening the East-West divide inside the EU.
Now the future of the whole European integration project pivots on the settlement
of bilateral antagonism at the root of the conflict. Great Britain’s exit from
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the EU leaves Poland as the main opponent for the deepening integration.
Warsaw appeals for the founding fathers’ concept of integration and claims
that only the Eastern European countries headed by Poland can get the Union
out of crisis by the virtue of keeping the traditional European values. Meanwhile,
the Polish concept of "Europe 2.0" is contradictive and fraught with the Union’s
fragmentation. Lacking allies and trying to exploit the European Union in its
particularistic interests, Poland risks founding itself in isolation and facing other
countries’ nationalistic sentiments.
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Khryapin A. L., Sosnovskiy M. E. The U.S. Nuclear Policy
and Strategic Stability.

The article deals with the recent developments in the U.S. nuclear policy
and their impact on strategic stability. The authors have conducted an analysis
of the recent Nuclear Posture Review (NPR 2018) prepared by the U.S.
Department of Defense. It is a policy document defining the national nuclear
policy and the nuclear forces’ development in the mid-term. The focus of the
study is on D. Trump’s announcement of the United States’ planned exit from
the INF Treaty.
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Yakimova E. A. Israel-NATO Relations:
Political and Military Aspects.

The article observes the main stages of development of NATO-Israel
interaction. The focus is on the Mediterranean dialogue contacts and
the negotiation process dealing with the individual program of cooperation.
Experts’ approaches to the state’s prospects for the full integration into
the Alliance, as well as key factors urging the national government

on such a decision are analyzed in the article. The author presents

the main areas for developing the mutual military cooperation — from joint
military exercises to cybersecurity maintenance collaboration.
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Belyaev M. K., Erokhova A. D. Applying Artificial Intellect
in Bank of the Future Operating Activities.

Banks as information systems were meant to be at the forefront of digital
technologies introduction. Opportunities provided by artificial intellect
have reshaped the interaction with customers, including a higher degree

of banking products individualization. Along with that, digital technologies
and robot software introduction contributed to cost cuts on routine operations.
Ultimately, banks will be able to evolve into completely virtual institutions
located in cyberspace, but this trend has only begun to take shape yet.
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Svedentsov V. L. Special Aspects of Multilateral Development Banks.

The article contains an analysis of traditional and new multilateral
development banks’ activities, their tasks and objectives, working
areas and principles, capital structures and loan portfolios systematized
according to economic sectors and borrowing countries. The author
compares the main characteristics of the new MDBs (the Eurasian
Development Bank, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, the BRICS
New Development Bank) with that of traditional ones (the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the Asian Development Bank).
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Tikhonova S. V. Prospects for the Baltic States Joining
the Common Electricity Market with the EU.

The article observes the issues of the Baltic electricity market integration with
the rest of the EU market. The author analyses the Baltic republics’ efforts
to bridge their electric grid disconnection from the main body of the EU.
The Brussels’ plans for synchronizing the European electricity grid and the
designed role for the Baltics are also noted in the article. The author presents
an outlook for the Baltics power sector prospects after its withdrawal from
the joint electric grid with Russia and Belarus (the BRELL ring).
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Book Review: Nikolaychuk I.A., Yanglyaeva M.M., Yakova T.S.
Wings of Chaos : Mass Media, Global Policy and National Security /
I.A. Nikolaychuk, M.M. Yanglyaeva, T.S. Yakova. Moscow :

Tkar, 2018. 352 p.
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